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Brush-tailed Phascogale Phascogale penicillata on an Ironbark near John Burtonclay’s Mandurang 
home. Details about this animal and the way it was photographed appear on page 3 in this issue. 
The photo on the front cover of the previous issue depicted the head of Stipa elegantissima, a 
beautiful grass found in the Whipstick. 


WHIRRAKEE 


Monthly Newsletter of the Bendigo Field Naturalist Club 
Vol. 15, No.2, March 1994 
Whirrakee takes its name from the Whirrakee Wattle (Acacia williamsonii) which is virtually 


endemic to the Bendigo region 

CONTENT 

Item Contributor Page 
Observing and Photographing the Brush-tailed Phascogale Rob Watkins 3 
From the Mailbag Elaine Mathison 4 
Bird Notes and Observations Bird Observers Group 5 
V.F.N.C. Field Studies Skills Workshop Camp 6 
February Club Meeting Sabine Wilkens 7 
Letter to the Ministers BFNC Committee 7 
Notices 10 
Easter Camp Details John Lindner/John Guley 12 


Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information they use and also for any opinions 
expressed in their articles. 

Contributions will be included as soon as possible after they are received, although articles 
received after the monthly General Meeting will probably be too late for inclusion in the next issue 
of Whirrakee. 


Editor’s note 


The bushland at LaTrobe University, Bendigo is highly unusual. It appears that this area, unlike 
most of the bush around here, has never been grazed. This may account for the extraordinary 
diversity of vegetation - over 120 plant species, including about 20 orchids in quite a small area. 
Now it appears that since 15 February, at least one species may be removed from the plant list. 
The few individuals of the Ploughshare Wattle Acacia gunnii were in the way of a bulldozer which 
was used to destroy a patch of bush on the ridge where the vegetation is most dense and diverse, in 
order to extend a car park. 

How the decision to destroy this particular area was made we don’t know. Why, however, is 
obvious. Despite all of the attempts that have been made to educate people in the values of 
wilderness, too many people still regard bushland as wasteland, expendable whenever land is 
required for any reason, however trivial. Bushland destruction is the cheap and easy way to solve 
space problems. Seeking imaginative solutions is a waste of time. 

It is doubly sad, then. The University bushland has been impoverished yet again, and again we 
see demonstrated our failure to give people an appreciation of what a marvel we have in our 
wilderness areas. 


Articles in Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be obtained from the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment should be given to the author and the Club. Back 
issues are available at a cost of 80 cents each. Complete sets are available at $ 8.00 for each 
volume. The above prices do not include postage. 
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Observing and Photographing the Brush-tailed Phascogale 
Author: Rob Watkins 


In November 793, John Burtonclay who is widely known for his design and manufacture of a 
wide range of nesting boxes, extended me an invitation to photograph a family of Brush-tailed 
Phascogales (Phascogale penicillata), also known as Tuans, that were residing in a nesting box on 
a mature Red Ironbark tree (Eucalyptus tricarpa) growing close to his Mandurang home. 

Because the young were approaching the age when dispersal could be expected, no time was lost 
inspecting the site which revealed a tree with a trunk approximately 40cm in diameter, with 
characteristically deep veined near-black bark, most unsuitable for good photography. It was 
immediately obvious that the black hairy tail and whiskers (vibrissae) could better be recorded on 
film if this predominantly grey nocturnal mammal could be enticed to a position where a dominant 
rear flash could illuminate these important features. Accordingly a trail of honey was laid to a 
suitable branch approximately three metres below the nest box where creamed honey was plugged 
into a small hole drilled for the purpose. 

Brush-tailed Phascogales eat a wide variety of food including small rodents, vertebrates, spiders 
and beetles. Reports indicate these blood-thirsty carnivores sometimes kill far in excess of their 
needs, such as housed poultry. 

Once the honey had been in place for a couple of nights, this family of eight young were eager 
visitors to their new found spring of sweetness. Although the young phascogales showed their 
displeasure for normal torch light, virtually no notice was taken of red-filtered light or indeed 
powerful flash light. 

Just before the young phascogales dispersed from their man-made home, we were very surprised 
to discover on arrival about one and a half hours before dusk one day, that the adult female was 
moving freely about in the topmost leaves, suggesting life was perhaps becoming difficult in the 
nesting box with eight, almost fully grown young. She did however return to the nesting box for 
about ten minutes just before dark, presumably to feed the demanding litter. 

Some of the young made their nightly exit via the tops of adjoining trees, while others, often 
including the parent, moved across the ground making sufficient noise to make them vulnerable to 
cats and owls. At the time of dispersal, the males were noticeably larger than the females and all 
easily distinguishable from the mother by both size and bluntness of nose. 

The back foot of the phascogale can rotate almost 180° enabling a unique grip even when the 
phascogale runs at an incredible speed either upwards or downwards on the trunk of a tree. 

When the animal is relaxed the long black hairs are held close to the tail, but when excited or 
threatened the phascogale’s tail hairs spread out, producing the characteristic bottle brush effect. 


I am very grateful that John extended his invitation to me to visit these delightful nocturnal 
creatures, resulting in a unique opportunity to observe and photograph an uncommon mammal that 
although widespread, is seldom seen. 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the Club receives a number of newsletters and magazines: some by subscription and 
some in exchange for Whirrakee. These are available from the Club librarian at our meetings. 


THE BIRD OBSERVER (BOCA) No 737 December 1993 

‘Owl Mania’ by David Hollands states that ‘it needs a certain type of madness to go out owling’ 
and explains why this is so! Owl watching usually takes place in the dark and, if you are a 
photographer, involves hours of waiting in often uncomfortable situations. But the rewards are 
many and not just from the resulting photographs. 

“Why Stop at Sunset ?’ by Paul Peake wonders why many ‘birdos’ do just that when there are 
many nocturnal species just waiting to be seen. Advice is given about the equipment needed which 
is not elaborate and about the best way to begin night watching. Much information needs to be 
gained about nocturnal birds, particularly those becoming rare, and our observations could be very 
important. 

‘In the Spotlight’ by Lloyd Nielson describes nocturnal birding at Julatten in Queensland. Various 
owls are seen, and other night species. Other nocturnal animals are also viewed. 

‘Ground Thrush’ by Alan McMahon gives a very detailed description of the appearance and 
feeding behaviour of this ‘quiet and retiring’ bird, which is wonderfully camouflaged against the 
earth. 

‘Birds like Christmas Presents too !’ by Rodger Elliot details some plants which birds might enjoy 


over the summer months. 


PARKWATCH (VNPA) No. 175 December 1993 

‘Dragging the Chain’ by Freya Merrick outlines what happens to the seabed when the ‘tickler 
chain’ moves over it, not gently as the word ‘tickler’ suggests, but heavily and at fairly high speed. 
The tickler chain is used by fishing trawlers to clear and flatten the sea bed to enable trawling 
operations to proceed smoothly. As well as habitat damage trawling has a serious impact on non- 
target species of marine life. 

‘Wallaby with the Lot and Other Pioneering Tales’ by Eileen McKee tells of the East Gippsland 
settlers’ attempts to add to their farm incomes by selling wallaby hides and possum skins. In the 
early years of this century farm income was seasonal and farmers had to look for other means of 
survival in the off season. 

‘History Notes: Silver Mines and Federal Capitals’ by Anita Brady takes us back to the turn-of- 
the-century settlement in the Snowy River National Park. The fertile valleys attracted the explorer- 
graziers prominent in white settlement in Victoria. In particular the article deals with the history of 
a short-lived community of silver miners and prospectors who came seeking their fortune in this 
difficult country. 


Bird Notes and Observations - December 1993 and Feb 1994 Meetings 
Bird Observers Group 


Highlights 

Brolga (13) Corop Lakes 11.1.94 

Barking Owl (road kill) Tooborac District 6.9.93 
Caspian Tern, Lake Eppalock 23.11.93 


Breeding 

Leaden Flycatcher (DFY) Coliban Water Reserve, Sedgwick 2.1.94 
Tree Sparrow (1 DFY) Hargreaves Mall, Bendigo 23.11.93 
Grey-crowned Babbler (3A, Y in N) Lake Eppalock 8.11.93 
White-browed Chough (bird on N) Mandurang 30.9.93 

Pallid Cuckoo (1 juv., fed by White-eared Honeyeater) Diamond Hill 27.12.93 
Spotted Pardalote (Y in channel bank) Mandurang 30.9.93 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet (Y in tree hollow) Strathfieldsaye 25.9.93 
New Holland Honeyeater (Y heard in hedge) Eppalock spillway 12.12.93 
White-backed Swallow (1 juv.) Sedgwick 1.1.94 

Rainbow Bee-eater (freshly-used tunnel) Sedgwick 1.1.94 

Striated Pardalote (Y in hole in bank) Sedgwick 1.1.94 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater (2Fl, 1 fledgling) Mandurang South 19.1.94 
Dusky Woodswallow (on N) Whipstick SP 5.12.93 

Blue-billed Duck (4Y) Bendigo Sewage Farm 5.12.93 

Eastern Rosella (Y left N) Junortoun 6.12.93 - 13.12.93 

Superb Fairy-wren (IDFY) Eppalock spillway 12.12.93 

Grey Currawong (2DFY, 1A) Junortoun 13.12.93 - 20.12.93 
Striated Pardalote (Y in box) Junortoun 20.12.93 - 27.12.93 

Yellow Thornbill (2DFY) Longlea Forest 27.12.93 

Hardhead (4 small Y) Lake Cooper 11.1.94 


Cat kill 
Rufous Whistler (1) Bendigo 25.12.93 


Common Myna (1) Goornong area 25.12.93 
(= 15) Homebush, Junortoun Jan.’94 


Migrants 

Fork-tailed Swift (4) Diamond Hill 20.1.94 
Painted Honeyeater (2) Junortoun 29.9.93 

Swift Parrot (8E) Junortoun 27.9.93 
White-throated Needletail (6) Junortoun 17.1.94 
Whiite-winged Triller (4) Pilchers Bridge 13.12.93 
White-winged Triller (1) Mandurang South 31.1.94 


Observations 

White-browed Babbler (3) Strathfieldsaye 20. - 28.11.93 
Owlet Nightjar (1) Kangaroo Gully 9.11.93 

Owlet Nightjar (1) Kangaroo Gully 13.12.93 and subsequently 
Buff-banded Rail (1) Kennington Reservoir 24.8.93 

New Holland Honeyeater (1) Strathdale 18.1.94 

New Holland Honeyeater (1) Mandurang 15.12.93 
Southern Whiteface (3) Lake Eppalock 11.10.93 

Eastern Spinebill (2) Mandurang 15.12.93 

Collared Sparrowhawk (1) Salomon’s Gully 12.1.94 
Crimson Rosella (1) Bendigo 11.9.93 

Crimson Rosella (1) Epsom 20.1.94 

Rufous Night-heron (1) Lyal Glen 30.1.94 

Pacific Heron (1) Lyal Glen 28.1.94 - 2.2.94 

Striated Thornbill (3) Junortoun 23.12.93 


Non-local 

Superb Lyrebird (1) Jamieson 16.1.94 

King Parrot (1) Ruffy 15.1.94 

Rainbow Bee-eater, Ouyen 24.9.93 

White-browed Woodswallow, near Wentworth NSW 28.9.93 


Lists 
Bendigo, 1.-23.9.93; 23.-30.11.93; 1.-31.12.93 
Huntly, 18.9.93 


Notes 

In January some banding was done near Millwood Dam in the Kamarooka State Park. A nine-year 
old (at least) Yellow-tufted Honeyeater was re-trapped. This bird had been banded first in 1985. 
Far more honeyeaters than usual were seen; Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters were particularly 
numerous, more so than in recent years. 

The Corop lakes and swamps were visited in January. Rufous Night-herons were seen feeding in 
swampy long grass during the day. This swamp had a road through it. The road served as a 
convenient (both for the birds and us in the car) roost for Night-herons, spoonbills, ibis and 
herons. Both juvenile and adult Night-herons, about 20 in all, were seen here. Also in this small 
swamp were 11 Brolgas. 53 species were seen in a few hours in this area, including Caspian 
Terns and White-breasted Woodswallows. 


V.F.N.C. Field Studies Skills Workshop Camp 
Anglesea, 7th to 16th October 1994 


Further to the information provided by F.N.Clubs last year, planning has proceeded to the stage 
where we would be pleased to have your co-operation to ensure early input from intending 
participants. 


The program is being shaped specifically for the amateur naturalist wanting to enhance their skills 
and gain a deeper understanding of the subjects chosen. We are, indeed, fortunate to receive 
enthusiastic positive responses from recognised specialists who have a direct personal experience 
of the Anglesea area to be our Subject Leaders. Our subject Leaders are: 


Neil Archbold - Landform Geoff Carr - Plants 
Pauline Reilly - Birds Barbara Wilson - Mammals 
and John Landy will be our Guest Speaker on Saturday 8th October. 


Facilities at the Camp are Al. Rooms will be set up with study aids (microscopes etc.) for 
workshop sessions and field study equipment will be available. 

The cost - from Friday 7th (evening) to Sunday 16th (lunch) - $ 250 - $ 300 - is largely dependent 
on numbers. We must have sufficient bookings, complete with $ 100 deposit, received by 31st 
March. To date, the camp is not being sponsored or underwritten and unless bookings ensure 
viability at that date, the Camp will, unfortunately, be cancelled. 

Booking Forms are available from Jane Cleary (Tel. 484396) 


Members are hereby advised of the above and encouraged to take advantage of this exceptional 
opportunity by returning copies of the Booking Form at the V.F.N.C.A. meeting in Morwell, or, 
by 31st March at the latest to: Anglesea Camp, P.O. Box 1047, Geelong 3220 

The planning committee will meet at Morwell to discuss the bookings received, and, hopefully, 
report “all systems go”. 


Camp Convenors: Dave King (052-593023) and Dick Southcombe (052-433916) 
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February Club Meeting - Members Slide Night 
Author: Sabine Wilkens 


What a treat was in store for us. Sue Beattie’s slides of her paddle trip up the Koorong made me 
sorry once again that I hadn’t been to this beautiful part of the coast. Sue showed us the biggest 
middens that I have ever heard of, pippi shells as far as the eye could see (Sue’s party apparently 
added a few themselves). 

Cynthia Watkins’s slides took everybody’s breath away; the parrots slides easily overshadowed 
the ones recently shown in the Australian Natural History Magazine. Other birds were 
photographed in the most spectacular positions, a Rainbow Bee-eater in full flight coming out of its 
hole, Royal Spoonbills with their neck plumes arranged like a halo by the wind, male and female 
Red-capped Robins (together) peering down the nest in which several young were stretching out 
their necks and a Spotted Harrier with chicks. 

Rob Watkins then showed a slide of the rare Letterwing Kite, a magnificent bird which may have 
extended its range last year due to the abundant food supply provided by the mouse plague. He 
topped off the display with some photos of Tuans which were bribed by a bit of honey to stay still 
long enough (see also front cover and page 3 in this issue). A backflash arrangement lit up their 
outline in the dark of the night and made these by far the best Tuan photos that I have ever seen. 
This was a hard act to follow, but it was done very well by Warwick Bates with an extremely 
interesting selection of slides from the 1960’s which Warwick took during his employment on a 
Northern Australian Cattle station with dimensions too huge to even vaguely imagine. 

We were told many interesting anecdotes. The one that stuck to my mind was the most awful way 
of killing feral donkeys, but I shan’t relate that here. The slides certainly came from another world. 


Letter to the Ministers - 
Re: Old-growth Forest in the Central Highlands of Victoria 


The following is a letter written by the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club to the Minister for Natural 
Resources (Victoria), Mr Geoff Coleman and to the Federal Minister for the Environment, Mrs Ros 
Kelly, expressing concern about the potential logging of old-growth forest in Victoria. 


Copies of the letter were handed out at the December Club meeting for members to send, or to 
inspire members to write a letter themselves and send to these two ministers. 

The letter is reproduced here with the two addresses. 

Members can either copy this page if they wish to send a letter to both ministers or they can tear out 
this page (neatly!) and send it as is. The appropriate address should go in the space provided. 


The Honorable Mr Geoff Coleman The Honorable Ms Ros Kelly 
Minister for Natural Resources Federal Minister for the Environment 
Old Treasury Building, Spring Street Parliament House 

Melbourne, VIC 3000 Canberra, ACT 2600 


Dear Minister, 


As a member of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc., I wish to express my concern that areas 
of the last precious remnants of old-growth forest in the Central Highlands of Victoria and in East 
Gippsland are being investigated by the Government of Victoria to decide how much old-growth 
forest should be logged. 


Comprehensive surveys to determine the extent of old-growth forest are almost completed but I am 
very concerned that the emphasis in this present survey of Victoria's forests will be on how much 
old-growth forest should be logged rather than on how these forests should be protected while 
surrounding areas are harvested. 


Old-growth forest is irreplaceable within the normal human life-span, requiring 400 years or more 
before these forests could again reach maturity after such a major disturbance as logging. In this 
sense, old-growth forest is not a renewable resource - none of it should be logged! The value of 
old-growth forests exists in their complexity which has developed in the hundreds of years 
required for them to grow to maturity. They are the necessarily stable environments within which 
an amazing diversity of remnant native fauna and flora is able to withstand changes to the 
environment surrounding old-growth forests and still survive. 


If areas of old-growth forest are appraised only narrowly, as the source of timber production and 
are logged, then many of their other values will be degraded, in some cases irreplaceably. The loss 
of large numbers very old trees is an example of this sort of general degradation of forest values - 
they are regarded as worthless or dangerous by timber interests, yet such old and economically 
worthless trees provide essential habitat for remnant species of native fauna which live in old- 
row forests. These very old trees are priceless for habitat even though they are worthless for 
timber. 


Outside of old-growth forests, very old habitat trees have almost all been destroyed by various 
forestry and other economic activities - old trees are becoming increasingly rare mainly because we 
undervalue those which still remain and so they are placed at risk, and also because we have been 
too focussed on harvesting mature trees from forests wherever they occur in Australia and never 
allowing enough mature trees to survive to old age. 


Mature, undamaged forests are so important because of their non-economic values that they must 
be protected from any such disturbances as selective logging and clearfelling for timber or for 
woodchips. Please use your power now and act to protect all old-growth forest immediately in the 
Central Highlands of Victoria and in East Gippsland. 


Yours sincerely, 
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-Advertisement- 


Rotamah Island Bird Observatory 


Situated within the Lakes National Park, East Gippsland, this little piece of land has a lot to offer. 
Due to its location between Lake Reeve to the North and Ninety Mile Beach to the South, you will 
find a wide variety of landscapes and habitats supporting much native flora and fauna. 


Orchids, fungi, wild flowers, birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians and insects are all part of this 
gold mine that the naturalists will enjoy to discover and explore. 


After such a strenuous day of adventure, do not worry for accommodation. You will relax in the 
Observatory, warming up in front of the open fire, talking about your experiences of the day and 
enjoying the evening after a good meal. Kangaroos grazing on the doorstep and the sunset on 
Lake Reeve will complete this picture. The next morning awake with the birds, another exciting 
day is waiting for you. 


Do not hesitate to contact us regarding details. There is always a good price for catered groups 


Address: Joanne & Thierry Rolland 
Rotamah Island Bird Observatory 
PO Box 75, Paynesville 3880 


P.S. A leaflet is available from the Club Secretary 


Let’s Win Back Lake Wyn Wyn 
Author: Lake Wyn Wyn Appeal Committee 


Lake Wyn Wyn (in the Wimmera District near Horsham) in autumn is a shimmering expanse of 
white salt crystals. With the winter rains life returns as the tiny brine shrimps hatch and multiply 
until the lake is brimming with life. Then in spring, as the lake reaches its maximum depth, 
mysteriously, overnight vast flocks of tens of thousands of Banded Stilt arrive to enjoy the feast. 
At times the stilts loaf in tight flocks of thousands of birds which when disturbed erupt in waves of 
thousands of pairs of flapping white wings. But late in the day they spread out over the lake to 
feed on the teeming numbers of brine shrimp. As the winds warm in late spring and summer the 
lake dries quickly until one day the stilts depart as abruptly as they came. 


Even though Lake Wyn Wyn and its neighbouring salt lakes regularly hold 10% to 25% of the 
entire population of Banded Stilts they have never been known to breed there. Where exactly 
Banded Stilts breed was one of the great mysteries of the bird world until earlier this century when 
they were found nesting on the huge inland salt lakes of outback Western and South Australia. 
The Banded Stilts that visit Lake Wyn Wyn in spring started life on an island in the middle of one 
of those outback lakes. 


Look closely among the Banded Stilts and you will see thousands of the beautiful Red-necked 
Avocets with their glistening russet-brown heads and graceful up-curved beaks. Dotted around the 
lake are hundreds of the bright chestnut-breasted Australian Shelduck. Tiny Red-capped Plovers 
run along the drying mud at the water’s edge. 


Walk down to the edge of Lake Wyn Wyn and you will see a community of blue-green and ruby- 
red succulents known as samphire and behind them groves of the beautifully wind-sculptured 
trunks of the Salt Paperbark. Closer to the Salt Paperbarks a party of White-winged Choughs have 
come out to feed on the open ground. In the hushed shelter of the trees wrens, thornbills and 
honeyeaters feed while overhead kites and falcons soar. 
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Lake Wyn Wyn is a high value wetland. It has been proposed for nomination on the National 
Estate Register and for listing under the RAMSAR international convention on wetlands. Most of 
the lake is a Wildlife Reserve but part of the lake and its margins are in private ownership. 


Lake Wyn Wyn Appeal 

The Lake Wyn Wyn Appeal Committee is conducting an appeal to purchase 65 hectares on the 
north-west side of the lake. 

Young plants of the Salt Paperbark cover most of the block. These encouraging signs of 
regeneration, one of the main attractions, first appeared after the block was inundated in the 1981 
floods. 

The open areas are clothed in samphire, Creeping Boobialla and other salt-tolerant plants. An 
unusual form of the Rayed Blue Butterfly was recently sighted here. 

Picture a delightful shallow pool surrounded by paperbarks, with a Black Swan or two gliding on 
the water, Yellow-billed Spoonbills paddling in the shallows and Black-fronted Dotterels running 
along the edge. 

The higher ground, on the western side has been cleared and will be replanted with seedlings 
raised from seed collected from Bull Mallees, Red Mallees and wattles growing on the adjacent 
roadside. 


This unique opportunity to purchase this block will ensure the re-emergence of the Salt Paperbark, 
the conservation of the samphire and ultimately the habitat of the Banded Stilt, the Red-necked 
Avocet and many other birds. 


Appeal Target, $ 22 000 
The Lake Wyn Wyn Appeal Committee is a local group dedicated to saving Lake Wyn Wyn. The 
Victorian Conservation Trust has authorised a public appeal to help raise $ 22 000. 


Editor’s Note 

In a letter to the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, Richard Alcorn, the Chairperson of the Appeal 
Committee states that this appeal has strong local community support, and has currently raised 
more than $ 5 000. 

He is seeking donations to support the project. 

Members wishing more information or an inspection of Lake Wyn Wyn and the land for sale 
should contact Richard Alcorn on (053) 821 686. 


Lake Wyn Wyn Appeal 

Please find enclosed my cheque for §........... being my unconditional donation to the Victorian 
Conservation Trust, 8th floor, 49 Spring Street, Melbourne, 3000. I request that the trust give 
preference in the allocation of my donation to the Lake Wyn Wyn Appeal. 

Namee Of: ~DONOT.. coccsets sen ccstsan Mayer so eee nat et conden sae etins Seeeasees Mon ae LR: SECC TE apes 


ANCOLES Seon cnes cotvecsscitensaastestessclestvett rtosbets et eece evens cee reea ctees ities Oley AEP TE STABLE enters 


11 


Bendigo Field Naturalists Club - Easter Camp 1994 


Dates Friday 1 - Monday 4 April 


Location “Cambria”, property of Norman and Jan Thomas, on the Wakool River, out of 
Barham. We last camped on this place at Easter 1984, attracting the biggest 
attendance of any of our campouts. 


Route from Bendigo Eaglehawk, Serpentine, Bears Lagoon, Durham Ox, Kerang, 
Koondrook, Barham. 155km plus further 37km to the campsite = 
192km. 


Directions to Campsite From the Murray River bridge at Barham, go straight ahead, turn 
right and follow the signs to the Moulamein road. Heading north 
out of town, pass two turn-offs to Deniliquin (at 10km and 12.7km) 

before turning left into Millers Lane at about 25km from Barham. At about 3km, there is a T- 

junction with Steilstons Road, where you will find a sign pointing to “Cambria”, and at this point 

Millers Road becomes Thomas’ Road. Continue straight for about another 3km to a broad bend. 

Just before the bend, the gate into “Cambria” is on the left - it is white, with some small gum trees 

in tyres and a large letterbox. The signpost is no longer there. If you happen to go around the 

bend, return. 


Drive up to the house, cross the levee bank and immediately turn right through a gate. Follow the 
track, crossing a billabong and continue winding on for almost 5km. After passing through 
another gate, there is a fork in the track - take the right side. Pass over a causeway on a dry creek, 
and after passing the Wakool River once, then reach the campsite at the second sighting. 


Please Note 1. Make sure you shut all gates 
2. Being river clay, this track can become quite greasy after rain, but it becomes 
passable after a few hours of wind and sun. 
3. Please do not bring any pets such as dogs (club rules for excursions) 


Campsite Facilities There is a large open area and banks that slope gradually to a stretch 
of water. Caravans and campervans can gain access and have 
space. A pit toilet will be dug in the bush. Washing water from the 
river - not recommended for drinking. Please bring enough 
drinking water for your stay. Additional drinking water is 
obtainable from the house in an emergency only. 


Please Bring 1. Containers of drinking water 
2. Canoe or kayaks 
3. Fishing and yabbying gear 
4. Field guides and binoculars 
5. Musical instruments 
6. Loose cover-up clothing and mosquito repellent 
7. Spotlight 


Activities 1. Bird watching 
Wakool river woodlands, Bunna Creek and swamps, Tullakool Evaporation 
Ponds, saltbush plains. If the rice is being stripped, there may be opportunities 
to see crakes and rails flushed from the paddocks. 
2. Water activities - canoeing, fishing, yabbying, swimming 
3. Botany 
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Places To Go 1. _Bunna Creek. 

Direction from initial approach to the house. Turn left before the levee 
bank. Pass a shearing shed on the left, and pass through a double gate and 
a single gate immediately after. A short distance along here, a causeway 
crosses the creek - walk from here to an area of dense scrub on the “island”. 
The main track may be followed along to a dead end. Distance from the 
house - 2.2km. 

2. Tullakool Evaporation Ponds. 
Follow north along Steilstons Road and out to the Moulamein Road, 
heading north. The basins are on the north-east corner of the junction with 
the road to Burraboi, about 10km from “Cambria”. More basins are further 
along the Moulamein Road on the west side. 

3. Saltbush and Lignum plains 


Please notify John Guley. Telephone 493479 


Diary 
All general and Bird Observer Group Meetings are held at the Department of Food and Agriculture, 
corner Taylor Street and Midland Highway Epsom, unless otherwise indicated. 


General Meeting 
Wednesday March 9, 7:30pm. Malcolm MacFarlane from the Arthur Rylah Institute will give a 
talk on Leadbeater’s Possum. 


Wednesday April 13, 7:30pm. Gary Sobey who runs ‘Skydancers’ Orchid and Butterfly Nursery 
will talk on butterflies. 


Bird Observers Group 
Friday March 4, 7:30pm. Trevor Pescott will speak on his investigations into the extinct dwarf 
emu on Bass Strait islands as well as aspects of birds in South Africa & Britain. 


Friday April 8, 7:30pm. Wayne Caldow, a farmer from Edenhope, will speak on his work on the 
Red-tailed Black Cockatoo in south-west Victoria. 
Please note the different meeting date - the second Friday in April. 


Excursions 
Saturday March 19. If there is sufficient interest expressed at the March 9 general meeting, we will 
visit Muckleford Creek to examine the site of the proposed mine water disposal. 


Sunday April 17. We will visit ‘Skydancers’ Orchid and Butterfly Nursery in Castlemaine. We 
will be leaving from Havlin Street outside the Ministry of Education Complex at 10am. Please 
bring lunch. 

Entry fee to ‘Skydancers’ is $ 3.00. 


Sunday May 15. We will visit Patons Road end of Eppalock Forest for a 5km (approximately) 
walk. This walk will be along a ridge with box-stringybark and Red Ironbark forest and will have 
views over the surrounding countryside. We will leave Havlin Street at 9am. Please take food & 
water as we will be lunching en route. 

Leader: Anne Bridley (493479) 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as follows: Members either bring a plate or pay $1 for 
supper. This small amount is used by the Treasurer to reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 
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